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LISTENING AND LEARNING SESSION IN THE TOWN OF LANSING ON APRIL 25, 2012

The nature of the community
A large part of Lansing is a rural bedroom community for Ithaca.  There are also extensive agricultural lands in the northern part of the town, containing some of the best farmland in the county.  The community lacks a center.

There was a lot of conflict when the Village of Lansing was formed.  This conflict still lingers in the Town and many Village residents do not see themselves as part of the Town.

There is a rural-suburban cultural divide in the Town.  It manifests itself around planning issues, with some residents wanting to keep things the same as they always were and others seeking change and development.  There is also a divide between those who see themselves as guardians of the status quo and more transient community members.

There are six different zip codes in the town.

Residents who live south of Route 34B tend to be less involved in community affairs and activities.

Assets of the community

*Recreation:  Among the unique assets of the town are recreational opportunities, including access to the lake. Myers Park and Ludlowville Park are two beautiful public parks.  Myers Park in particular is the pride of the town and provides excellent lakeside recreational opportunities for residents and visitors.


*Library:  The Lansing library is another treasured asset of the community.  It has received funding from the Community Foundation. 
  The library was the first community resource (other than the school) to draw in people from all parts of the community.  The Library offered a local foods program that was very successful.


*Parks and Recreation Department:  The Town’s Parks and Recreation Department does an amazing job with limited staff and resources.  They provide sports, art and summer camp programs, among other things.


*Lansing Community Council:  This organization is very active and often raises funds for community programs.  Activities and fundraising include the Harbor Festival; the North log cabin; the fireworks; and the Myers Park playground.  Community members are generous in giving for community needs of this nature.  Many residents would rather donate in this manner than be taxed.


*Lansing Central School:  The Lansing community is very proud of its school.  The school is experiencing financial strain, due to the decrease in tax revenues from AES Cayuga and other decreased revenues.  The school looked at a technology pilot program to provide small hand-held devices for students, but it was too expensive.


*Farmers’ Market: Lansing has its own farmers’ market.


*Food pantry: The community’s food pantry is strong with substantial volunteer support.


*Fire department: The fire department is active and young, although it is getting harder to recruit new volunteers.  The Town does not have an ambulance service.  Residents call 911 and are served by Bangs Ambulance.


*Faith communities: They are very involved in the community and co-host and co-sponsor activities.


*Highway Department: The Town’s Highway Department does amazing work.  They rebuilt the marina and sea walls at Myers Park.

Challenges

*AES Cayuga:  The decreasing value of the AES Cayuga electric plant is of great concern to the Lansing community.  The resulting lower property tax revenues have a negative impact on economic development, jobs and youth programs.  Another potential effect is an increase in residential property taxes.  The lower tax revenues have pushed plans for the Lansing Community Center onto the back burner (see below).


*Fracking:  Many residents are concerned about fracking and its potential effects on drinking water, the environment, and the rural way of life.


*Internet access:  There is a digital divide in the county, and a great need for high quality, broadband internet access.  More than 4,700 households or businesses in Tompkins County do not have such access.


*Sidewalks: There is a need for sidewalks in the town, especially around the school.  If a new sewer line is installed, the surface could be paved to create sidewalks.


*Cost of housing: Young people find it difficult to afford housing in Lansing.  More affordable housing is needed.

Future development and trends in the community

*Growth:  The Town of Lansing is growing at the third fastest rate in the County (after Ithaca and Dryden).  The County sees Lansing as a growth focus area.


*Sewer system:  Expansion of the sewer system is a priority, to promote development.


*Land use: Rural tracts are often divided, leading to flag lots.  This is not ideal.  The Town plans to update its Comprehensive Plan.  


*Lansing Community Center:  The Town Board wants to diversify the tax base in the Town, so that it is not primarily residential.  One way to do this would be to have a community building where service providers could have their offices (for example, a doctor, a dentist, a pharmacy, a day care center).  Hopefully a community center would also encourage less involved residents to become part of the community to a greater extent.


*Information: The Town Board plans to encourage residents to think locally by creating a pamphlet that lists businesses in the Town.


