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Disclamer 

•  This is not a solicitation for investment. 
•  No information contained in this 

presentation is intended as investment, 
tax, or legal advice.   

•  There is no assurance that any 
information herein is true, correct, or 
precise.   

•  Consult an appropriate professional. 



Your Real Net Worth* 

Financial 
Assets 

Tangible 
Assets 

Personal 
Assets 

cash, stocks, 
bonds, etc.  

food, clothing, buildings, 
transportation, tech, etc. 

relationships, family, 
culture, country, social 
networks, etc. 

*  from The Resilient Investor:  A Plan for Your Life, not Just your Money 



Bonds 
•  Loan with terms 

–  Maturity (due date) 
–  Interest rate (coupon) 

•  Bonds are loans 
–  Fixed income, notes,  

bills, bonds 
•  Bonds are a debt, secured by assets 
•  Varying quality 

–  AAA, AA, BBB, BB, B 
•  Municipal bond is tax-free  

(in your state) 

•  Can sell/trade early 
–  Price goes up/down 

inversely with interest rates 



Stocks 

•  Referred to as ‘shares’ or ‘equity’ 
•  Ownership in a company 

–  If there are 1000 shares, and you  
own 50, you own 5% of the company 

•  Large ‘cap’ – over $10B market 
capitalization 

•  Small ‘cap’ - $300M - $2B 
•  Owning shares is like owning  

the deed to your house 



Mutual Fund or ETF 
“Basket of Securities” 



Model Portfolios of Varying Risk 

Balanced 

Conservative 

Growth Aggressive Growth 

Income & Growth 

Sales 
Cash/money market 

Fixed income/bond 

Large Cap Equities 

Mid Cap Equities 

Small Cap Equities 

International Equities 



Key Social Investment Labels 

•  SRI? 
– Socially Responsible Investing 

– Sustainable and Responsible Investing 

– Sustainable, Responsible, Impact Investing 

•  Impact Investing 
–  Generating a measurable, beneficial social and 

environmental impact alongside a financial 
return 



RESEARCH ON FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 

U.N. Report: 
www.unepfi.org 

 
30 studies  

 
27 studies show positive or neutral 
correlation of environmental, social, 
and governance factors to financial 

performance 



Select SRI Performance 

Note:  Past performance is no 
guarantee of future returns 

US Equity 

US Bonds 





Growth in SRI 



Socially Responsible Investing 

Shareholder 
Advocacy 

Community  
Investing 

ESG 
Screening 



•  Environmental, social, governance screening 
–  Non-financial factors in securities evaluation 

•  Hundreds of money managers of various shades 
of green 
–  Equities 

•  Large cap, mid-cap, small cap, foreign, green sectors, 
comprehensive ESG integration, can identify companies with best 
social and environmental performance within any industry 

–  Fixed income  
•  Screening of intermediate and high yield corporate, municipal, 

and other domestic and foreign government bonds and 
currencies; focus on housing and business loans 

ESG Screening 



Portfolio filters consider many ESG issues: 
Common Avoidance Issues: 
•  Alcohol, tobacco, firearms, gambling, 

pornography, military contractors 
•  Polluters, fossil fuels, chemicals, nuclear 

power 
•  Poor labor and human and indigenous 

peoples’ rights standards 
•  Workplace safety and diversity 
•  Board governance problems and 

shareholder un responsiveness 
•  Relocation to avoid US laws 
•  Unnecessary animal testing 

Common Positive Screens: 
•  Organic food, fitness, holistic health 
•  Recycled products, biodegradables, 

natural fibers 
•  Pollution prevention, environmentally 

friendly, renewable energy, 
sustainability reporting,  

•  Protection of worker wages, benefits, 
safety, wellness, diversity 

•  Outstanding community relations and 
corporate citizenship 

•  Products that enhance quality of life 

Screening factors 



Sample 
ESG Screen 



Socially Responsible Investing 

Shareholder 
Advocacy 

Community  
Investing 

ESG 
Screening 



•  Typically geographic or thematic focus 
•  Disaster relief, affordable housing, small business 

loans, home ownership, entrepreneurship, community 
facilities 

•  Community banks & credit unions 
•  CDFIs – community development financial institutions 

•  Community development loan funds 
•  International microfinance 
•  Community development venture capital 
•  Philanthropic debt and equity 

Community Investing 



COMMUNITY INVESTING 



Socially Responsible Investing 

Shareholder 
Advocacy 

Community  
Investing 

ESG 
Screening 







Sustainable seafood 
policy 

Only uses 
recycled paper 

No longer sells 
old growth 

timber 

Computer  
recycling 

Recent key issues for Natural Investments: 
•  Reversing “Citizens United” (corporations are not people) 
•  Mandatory corporate sustainability reporting 
•  Mandatory corporate disclosure of political contributions 
•  Remove speculative risk-taking from retail banking system 

 





•  Public rating of sustainable and responsible 
mutual funds since 1992 
–  1- 5 heart scale based on breadth and depth of 

•  45 social and environmental criteria,  
•  involvement in shareholder advocacy, and 
•  cash allocation to community development 

investments 

•  Published at www.naturalinvestments.com, and 
on www.socialfunds.com  

NI Heart Rating 



The Heart Ratingsm 





Impact Investing 



•  Private debt & equity funds, direct finance* 
–  sustainable agriculture and forestry,             

conservation services 
–  renewable energy, eco-products, clean technologies, 

public transportation, green building, energy 
conservation devices 

–  access to water, water filtration and conservation, 
–  bioplastics, holistic health, eco-apparel, natural fibers, 

educational curricula, media, bioremediation 

* Typically limited to accredited investors 

Impact Investing 





Fossil Fuel Free Investing 



Where to get advice? 



Professional Advice 
•  Broker 

–  Advice must be “suitable” 
–  “Fee-based”, compensated by commission, 

transaction, and/or other fees 

•  Investment advisor 
–  Fiduciary responsibility to give “best advice” 
–  “Fee-only”, compensated by transparent fees, 

usually on-going 

•  Financial planner 
–  No registration required (as long as no 

investment advice is given) 
–  Typically hourly or project fees 



OUR THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 

Bloomberg, 1999 
New Society, 2000 

Crown, 1992 2015 

 



Free information on SRI 

•  Socialfunds at socialfunds.com 
–  Wealth of info on individual funds 
–  Social criteria, performance 

•  US SIF at ussif.org 
–  Educational information 
–  Trends and publications 

•  Natural Investments at 
naturalinvestments.com 
–  The ‘Heart rating’ of SRI funds 



National Leaders in 
Socially Responsible Investing

Authors of “Investing with Your Values: 
Making Money and Making a Difference”

WE H E LP I NVE STOR S SU PPORT .  .  .
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Invest for your future, restore the environment, 
foster equality and hold companies accountable for their 
products and practices. 

For 20 years, our clients have been earning and using money in a 
compassionate way.

It’s your money – with it you can make a difference.
NATURAL INVESTMENTS LLC IS AN INVESTMENT ADVISER REGISTERED WITH THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE COMMISSION. 

Creg Pitts gpitts@������
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	������������� 607-216-8308 218 Rachel Carson Way

Ithaca, NY 14850
l 



Contact Info 
•  Greg Pitts 

Natural Investments 
www.ithacanaturalinvestments.com 
gpitts@naturalinvestments.com 
(607) 216-8308 

This is not a solicitation for investment. No information contained 
in this presentation is intended as investment, tax, or legal 

advice.  There is no assurance that any information herein is 
true, correct, or precise.  Consult an appropriate professional. 


